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for three hundred rupees and pay off everything
he owed.
The godown could have been let as a garage^
but he was too lazy to clear it out. He smoothed
his hair and said3 "No, no. 1 do not care to earn
money that way/*
There were so many ways that father did not
care to earn money that the girls had to be taken
at school for charity and the rent was always owing
to Mr. deSouza^ who always wanted to be paid
on the regular day.
Boy was the only person who could deal with
father; when he was drunk and went to sleep with
Ms head on the table. Boy pulled him off his chair
into the bedroom and threw him down on the
bed and took off his shoes and trousers; he was
the only person who dared to touch his machines
or get money from him for the housekeeping.
Boy did not know how old he was3 but he had
only a few sparse hairs left in his beard, his hands
shook so that he dropped plates and dishes con-
tinually, and he had cataract in one eye. He was a
Mussulman and every evening he would put
down the work he was doing and take his mat into
the- garden and say his prayers. Although he was
rough to father when he was drunk. Boy treated
him with the same honour that auntie did5 an
honour that was blind and unreasoning and per-
sistent; no matter how badly he behaved they
treated him as the honourable head of the house,
and auntie complained that the children did not
respect him as they ought.